Users Served:  Personnel of long term health care facilities.

The Organization: The American Health Care Association (AHCA), founded in 1949, is a
federation of licensed nursing homes and allied long term health care facilities, including
adult day care, mental health, and child care service. AHCA and its 50 affiliated state
associations work to promote professional standards in long term health care delivery. All
AHCA members must be licensed by their state governments, as must be the administrators
who manage them.

AHCA represents its members on issues before Congress and Federal regulatory and
executive agencies, and offers a variety of professional and educational programs.

Information Services: Upon receipt of a business-sized self-addressed, stamped envelope,
AHCA sends free copies of their brochure Thinking about a Nursing Home? A catalog of
the Association's publications and materials on nursing home management training and
community involvement may be purchased.

American Library Association (ALA)
Association of Specialized and Cooperative

Library Agencies (ASCLA)
50 EastTHuron Street
Chicago, IL  60611
(312)1)44-6780

Handicapping Conditions Served:  All handicaps.
Users Served:  Librarians.

The Organization: The Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies, a
division of the American Library Association, is a professional organization for librarians
serving communities and special populations such as blind, physically handicapped, deaf,
and impaired elderly persons. ASCLA serves in an advisory capacity, helping its members
to develop and evaluate policies and activities. ASCLA also sponsors programs at the ALA
Annual Conference.

Information Services: Standards and guidelines for libraries developing services for the
blind and mentally retarded are available in print form. Special issues of the ASCLA
journal which relate to library services to the handicapped are: Bibliotherapv. Information
Needs of Hearing Impaired People, and Library Services for the Blind find Physically
Handicapped. Other publications available from ALA or ASCLA include The Librarian and
the Patient, Equal Access: A Manual of Procedures for Initiating a Public Library Home
Service Program, and The World of Work: A Handicapped Person's Guide to Finding a Job-
A Bibliography. The ASCLA publications list gives sources on library service to disabled
persons and design of a barrier-free environment. Cassettes of some of ASCLA's conference
programs are available. There is a charge for publications and cassettes. ASCLA publishes
a quarterly newsletter, Interface, which includes articles, book reviews, news items, product
evaluations, and news of conferences.
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